INTRODUCTION
AlgaTerra is an information system for micro algal biodiversity (Jahn & Kusber 2007) AlgaTerra contains currently more than 24 650 algal names, data for 6780 algal types, and 4520 facts. Figures of identified algal concepts, morphological information, descriptions, molecular data and bibliographic data are also available (Table 1) . Currently, AlgaTerra is serving GBIF International as type-data-provider and we are continually indexing and adding information on newly published names and types (Kusber & Jahn 2006-) . When these original data are geo-referenced, the locus typicus can be viewed via Google Earth in the GBIF portal (since October 2006).
In the pilot phase of AlgaTerra, nomenclatural types of C.G. Ehrenberg (e.g. Jahn & Kusber 2004) , and F. Hustedt (Simonsen 1987 ) have been included. Currently, types of G. Krasske (see Lange-Bertalot et al. 1996) , O. Müller (Jahn 2002 , Cocquyt et al. 2007 ), B.J. Cholnoky (Cocquyt et al. 2007 ) and the Lange-Bertalot group (e.g. Lange-Bertalot et al. 1996) are being databased and listed to facilitate access to AlgaTerra types.
MATERIAL & METHODS
For the work in the Ehrenberg Collection see Jahn & Kusber (2004) . Data from published sources (Farr et al. 1979 , Greuter et al. 1993 , McNeill et al. 2006 , Simonsen 1987 as well as from Internet sources (Silva 1997 -, IPNI 2004 have been cross-checked for data evaluation.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Integration of AlgaTerra into an International Data Network
The database AlgaTerra provides names, types and factual information. In 2007 several changes in the database were performed to ease better data exchange (see also Güntsch et al. 2007 , Kirchhoff et al. 2007 ). Checking AlgaTerra data and AlgaeBase names in the new data portal of GBIF (2007) it has become obvious that (beside technical problems of data transfer) the contents have to be calibrated in detail (Table 1) . One problem is the time lag between publication of new contents on paper (requirement for nomenclatural novelties according to the rules of the ICBN, McNeill et al. 2006 ) and databasing (see example 1). Since different databases and portals have different foci on data, co-operation is needed were conflicting unit information occurs in different data sources (see example 2), on the other hand different records are provided because of different opinions in the scientific discourse (e.g. example 3). Table 1 . Data in the AlgaTerra database (Jahn & Kusber 2007) , representation of AlgaTerra data in data portals (see also Güntsch et al. 2007 , Kirchhoff et al. 2007 , and co-operation with other data base and portal projects. Silva (1997-) about a lacking name having priority, (4) informing Guiry & Guiry (2007) about the taxonomic view of AlgaTerra. AlgaeBase (Guiry & Guiry 2007) , as a names backbone for GBIF (2007), will add the names relation for searchability of both names, independent of the fact whether they accept this taxonomic view or not. (Krammer & Lange-Bertalot 1997) whereas Ceratoneis closterium is already part of a standard list for the German implementation of the European WRRL (Mischke & Behrendt 2007) . We are aware that results which seem to cause nomenclatural instability may be disturbing the scientific community but only transiently. Proposals for the conservation of current common views will certainly lead to decisions which are in conflict with the original author's findings and, additionally, may be inadmissible in some years, when new taxonomic results will have extended our knowledge. Conservation of names and types is a tool to prevent from substantial nomenclatural instability in some problematic cases but it should not be used also to undermine the rules of the ICBN.
Types of data in
